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BSLTRU partnership with Cardiff Metropolitan 

University (CMU)

To officially mark the occasion of this partnership, a 

launch event took place on Wednesday 22nd of June in 

the atrium of the University. 

Presentations from Prof Cara Aitchison, Vice Chancellor 

CMU, Prof Katie Thirlaway, Dean of Cardiff School of 

Sport and Health Sciences CMU, and Pippa Cotterill from 

RCSLT Wales outlined the benefits of the partnership for 

CMU, BSLTRU and the Speech and Language Therapy 

profession. 

Dr Robert Mayr, Lead of the Speech, Hearing and 

Communication research group at CMU and our director, 

Dr Yvonne Wren talked about the future of the partnership 

and this was followed by a poster and discussion session

We were all pleased to take part and everyone shared 

sense of excitement in the room about the possibilities of 

the partnership. 

Welcome to our 

Newsletter

Dr Yvonne Wren 

Follow us on Twitter 

and Facebook to hear 

more about our work 

and opportunities as 

they become 

available. 

Dr Robert Mayr, Dr Yvonne Wren and Ria 

Bayliss. 

Poster presentations were 

shared in the CSHSS atrium.

http://www.speech-therapy.org.uk/
mailto:info@speech-therapy.org.uk
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/news/Pages/New-Partnership-formed-to-develop-speech-and-language-research.aspx
https://twitter.com/Bristol_SLTRU
https://en-gb.facebook.com/BSLTRU/
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(Above from left) Prof Katie Thirlaway Dean of Cardiff School of Health and Sport 

Sciences, CMU, Prof Cara Aitchison Vice Chancellor, CMU and Dr Robert Mayr 

Lead of Speech, Hearing and Communication research group.

(Below) Pippa Cotterill (RCSLT Wales), and Dr Yvonne Wren (BSLTRU) speaking 

at the launch event. 
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11th ESLA Congress of speech and Language 

Therapy, May 2022, Salzburg.

There was a strong virtual and in-person 

representation from our team. On the first day of the 

Congress the Keynote Speech was presented by 

Prof Pamela Enderby on “Advances in Adult Speech 

and Language Therapy. Improving Communication -

Building for a Better Future”. 

Sam Burr talked on ‘Non-nutritive sucking 

behaviours and speech sound development at ages 

2 and 5 years’, and Jen Chesters gave her 

presentation on ‘Understanding the impact of 

COVID-19 on the lives of people  who stammer’. 

The prize for the oral presentation with the highest 

scoring abstract was awarded to Sam Harding for 

‘Rearing a child with DLD: Parents’ experiences with 

SLT services in 10 countries’.

14th International Congress of Cleft Lip, 

Palate & Related Craniofacial Anomalies 

(Cleft 2022) – Edinburgh July 2022

The 4 yearly International Cleft Congress was 

awarded to Edinburgh and it’s the first time this 

congress has ever been held in the UK. 

Yvonne presented the Keynote Speech on 

Unlimited minutes, unlimited texts, unlimited 

data – the power of cohort studies to answer 

clinical questions and Lucy Southby presented 

her work with Jen Chesters on  ‘Developing a 

theoretical model of speech processing for 

children born with cleft palate +/- lip’.

Our team was excited to take part in the largest 

meeting of global health care professionals 

involved in any aspect of cleft care. 

https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/bristol-speech-language-therapy-research-unit/bsltru-research/feeding-methods-speech-sound
nbt.nhs.uk/bristol-speech-language-therapy-research-unit/bsltru-research/stammering
https://cleft2022.com/


Understanding  the  impact  of  wearing  

facemasks  and  using virtual meeting 

platforms for individuals who stammer

Investigators: Jen Chesters, Rosemarie 

Hayhow, Deborah Mason, Anna Prince, Jennifer 

Short, Yvonne Wren. 

Funder: The Underwood Trust

This study, which was completed in partnership  

with Royal College of Speech and Language 

Therapists and the STAMMA charity, addressed 

the impact of COVID-19 related lifestyle changes 

on people who stammer. 

The study included: 

1) a survey of the experiences of adults who 

stammer living in the UK, 

2) an analysis of how contacts to STAMMA 

support services changed during COVID-19,

3) an analysis of SLT outcomes during the      

pandemic, compared to the pre-pandemic 

period. 

We have now completed the analysis of 97 

survey responses, 1912 contacts to STAMMA 

support services and 105 episodes of care from 

the RCSLT Online Outcome Tool (ROOT), which 

has given us a comprehensive overview of the 

experiences of people who stammer during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

In consultation with people who stammer, and 

professionals working with them, we have 

produced a report with guidance and 

recommendations to better support people who  

stammer following the COVID-19 pandemic, and 

during future similar events. We have also 

produced a short animation to summarise our 

findings. 

The report will be launched at the end of 

August 2022, and will be available 

on our project page. 

Maximising the Impact of Speech and 

Language Therapy services for children 

with Speech Sound Disorder

Investigators: Yvonne Wren, Sam Burr, Sam 

Harding, Joanne Cleland, Helen Stringer. 

Funder: NIHR

This study, which  began in March 2022, is being 

undertaken as part of a National Institute for 

Health Research (NIHR) Research for Patient 

Benefit (RfPB) funded study. 

In this study, Yvonne leads an national, 

multidisciplinary team of academics, SLTs and 

PPI members to work together to establish a 

Core Outcomes Set (COS) and minimum dataset 

(MD) for children with SSD. 

The prioritisation and design of this study had 

been, and continues to be, informed by our PPI 

members, who include children and young 

people with, or who have a history of, SSD, as 

well as parents of children with SSD.

This study consists of three workstreams:

1) an umbrella review of existing evidence 

2) participatory workshops with SSD specialist 

SLTs to discuss and agree a process for 

SSD diagnosis

3) Modified Delphi to achieve final consensus 

on the COS and MD through an expert panel 

of SLTs, academics and PPI members. 

A follow-on study will collect data for the COS 

and MD across UK NHS sites. 

Find out more here and follow the progress of 

the study on Twitter @MISLToe_SSD.

If you would like to be 

added/removed from our newsletter 

mailing list please contact

Dominika.Kruszynska@nbt.nhs.uk 4

https://www.facebook.com/
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https://stamma.org/
https://www.rcslt-root.org/Welcome
https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/bristol-speech-language-therapy-research-unit/bsltru-research/stammering
https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/bristol-speech-language-therapy-research-unit/bsltru-research/misltoe-ssd
https://twitter.com/MISLToe_SSD
mailto:Dominika.Kruszynska@nbt.nhs.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BSLTRU/


Jóhanna Einarsdottir (above centre left), Professor of Speech Language Pathology from 

the University of Iceland visited our Unit in May 2022. Jóhanna presented her findings on a 

prospective 14-year follow-up study of the persistence and recovery of stuttering.

We have also hosted theatre studies student, Rosa Urwin (above right) on placement at 

BSLTRU. Rosa made an excellent presentation of her work to the team on how the 

meanings of the certain words have changed over time and her linguistic analysis of some 

prominent politicians' reactions to the toppling of the Colston statue.

Dr Yvonne Wren spoke at the National Conference for Paediatric Dentists in 

Indonesia in March 2022.

Dr Lydia Morgan, Dr Yvonne Wren, and 

Dr Sam Harding 

were awarded a certificate by International 

Journal of Language & Communication 

Disorders for Top Downloaded Article:

'It depends': Characterizing speech and 

language therapy for preschool children 

with developmental speech and language 

disorders
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https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12498

