
CORE AND FRINGE VOCABULARIES

Welcome!

Please mute your microphones

We will start shortly



House keeping rules

• Welcome! We’re so glad you’ve joined us.

• If you do have questions- put them in the messages and 
we can either chat about your query at the time or we’ll 
discuss at the end.

• Please be aware of others in the session

• Be generous – this is a shared session

• Protect your own confidentiality

• Don’t share information about other patients from this 
session outside of the session

• If you need more information please speak to us at the 
end about an additional support session

• The session leader may not be able to address all 
questions which arise and may ask you to ‘park’ 
questions to be answered after the session.



Aims of session

To give an over view of what we mean by ‘core’ and ‘fringe’

To show examples of pages with core and fringe

To think of how to teach use of core vocabulary + give 
practical examples.



Practical Activity

Think of a fairy tale and then think of 
10 words that will help you to tell the 

story



Suggested words from previous 
attendees

Red Riding Hood Cinderella

wolf slipper

hood prince

red ball

woods stepmother

grandmother nasty

girl magic



Core vocabulary
80% of what we say = 400 - 500 

‘core’ words 



Every-day phone call

Friend "What would you like to do?" 

Me "I don't know," 

Friend     "Why don't you come over and 

we can watch a film." 

22 words

21 core, 1 NON-core/fringe (noun)



How many words account for 96% of 
what toddlers say? 

24mine

more
stop

What?

helpthat

go finished

gone
like



Fringe Vocabulary

Remaining 20% = 
thousands

and thousands of 
situation-

specific fringe words 

[ Vanderheiden & Kelso ‘87]



Core Vocabulary Fringe Vocabulary

Small no. Words V. Large no. Words
High frequency Low frequency
All environments Limited  environments
All topics Limited topics
Lots of different sorts of words Mainly nouns
Approx 80% of the words Approx 20% of the words 
in a sample of 100 total words . in  a sample of 100 words.
Used repeatedly, so Limited repetition so 
number of different words                  large number of words.
is small.

www.aaclanguagelab.com

http://www.aaclanguagelab.com/


Fairy tale activity re- visited

Which words for the fairy tale you 
had , could you use in the other fairy 

tale?



go 
this
in

there
see
now

to
we
do
you

want
open
happy
nasty
girl

scary
go/ went

in
love
she



Why is core so important?

• Building blocks of language

• Serves different purposes- e.g. to request, 
protest, express a thought, opinion, feeling 
etc

• It makes developmental sense

• Aids language learning

• Helps you to simplify language

• Motor planning  for AAC



Example of core word board

Make some phrases





More core word pages



Let’s make some phrases

How many 2 and 3 word phrases can 
you make?



Phrases for a shopping activity



Pop-up Pirate: Latham Core and Fringe



Reasons to communicate





Recap of the aims

To give an over view of what we mean by ‘core’ and ‘fringe’

To show examples of pages with core and fringe

To think of how to teach use of core vocabulary + give 
practical examples.







Resources and ideas
A Year of Words-Pixons.bm2 (vantatenhove.com) – this template could 
be used to plan which words to introduce when. 

http://www.vantatenhove.com/files/papers/VocabularyLists/A-Year-of-Words-Pixons.pdf


https://coreword.assistiveware.com

Resources and 
ideas



Resources and ideas

Gabrielle (2019) Teaching Core Words Across the day. Accessed from: 
http://www.liberator.co.uk/media/pdf/TeachingCoreWordsAcrosstheDay-
2019.pdf

http://www.liberator.co.uk/media/pdf/TeachingCoreWordsAcrosstheDay-2019.pdf


www.aaccessible.org

http://www.aaccessible.org/


Speech Therapy | The AAC Coach

https://www.theaaccoach.com/


FEEDBACK

Please complete the 3 mins 

survey monkey

https://www.surveymonkey.c

o.uk/r/ZKXHQM5

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZKXHQM5


Any questions?
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